
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Zeta Omega Scholarship Fund, Inc 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: The Calvin H. Thomas Talent Hunt 

Your Project Summary: The Calvin H. Thomas Talent Hunt of The Zeta Omega Scholarship Fund provides 

an opportunity to showcase the outstanding artistic abilities of our Greater Cleveland area youth. Over 

the past 70 years the talent hunt has touched thousands of students, through earned scholarships, awards 

and national recognition. Held once a year simultaneously in several locations throughout the country, 

the talent hunt has inspired youth in the performing arts to pursue excellence in their chosen craft. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project provides public benefit for high school students with an opportunity to showcase 

their talent and earn scholarships and awards. With such a long history of producing talent shows how 

does the organization ensures continued artistic and cultural vibrancy through fresh programming and by 

employing a process that provides for improvement? The proposal would have been strengthened with 

more details about the qualifications of the arts professionals mentioned. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project somewhat meets the funding criteria. The project demonstrates public benefit by 

providing a platform for high school students to compete through performance, but the scope of how 

many students participate is not clear. There is clear artistic and cultural vibrancy through the project's 

focus on a diverse student population, and inspiring the community to think differently. There are some 

questions regarding organizational capacity to plan and manage the project. The income part of the 

budget seems ok; the production costs of the event seem high considering all performances are required 

to be solo, and the theater is on the smaller side. the budget and scope of project could use some further 

clarification. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: There is indeed some public benefit to this proposal, but a general talent show for the broad 

Greater Cleveland Area is too vague to truly understand the benefit. I wanted to know more about the 

coaching process, how the youth are supported, and the kinds of outcomes or futures this program has 

helped students achieve. This event seems like a worthwhile endeavor, and there is some public interest 

and benefit, but are CAC funds necessary to ensuring the success of this event? The production quality 

looks high, but I wanted to know more about the artists coaching the youth. On the budget, I needed 

further explanation of the "Budgeted" income of $5,390. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project somewhat met the funding criteria. While the overall concept is interesting, 

engaging and clearly serves the community with intent and purpose, I felt that it was unclear in what it 

deems to be the effectiveness of the program. It was unclear to me beyond the awarding of scholarships, 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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etc. why the organization uses this as their engagement mechanism. Perhaps including measures of long 

term impact and outcomes would be helpful. Do they see return participation? Are the students benefiting 

from the awards going on to maintain or participate in arts? Also, how are they measuring or fostering 

the ideals of the fraternal organization. The budget was clear and reasonable. The organization provided 

sufficient detail to demonstrate organizational capacity to plan and execute successful projects. I was also 

not clear as to the national/regional interaction. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal fits the funding criteria.  The Talent Hunt demonstrates public benefit by 

using knowledge of its community that solo performance encourages youth to pursue their dreams, 

including attending college.  Attending the Talent Hunt performance is open to the public and welcomes 

all, but it seems optimistic to try to double the attendance in only one year (from 150 to 300 people).  The 

Talent Hunt demonstrates artistic and cultural vibrancy by engaging qualified and diverse arts/culture 

professionals as judges.  But as a mandated program of the fraternity that has been taking place for many 

years, there is no evidence that the Talent Hunt 'employs a process of reflection that ensures fresh 

programming and continuous improvement'.  The attachments including a well-organized program and a 

video that explains the Talent Hunt helping demonstrate organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Zeta Omega Scholarship Fund, Inc somewhat meets the funding criteria. The project, the 

Calvin H. Thomas Talent Hunt, is clearly defined as a talent competition for high school students, but the 

public benefit is unclear. Though the contestants get some coaching in the week leading up to the main 

performance, the benefit for all of the contestants, including those who don't win scholarships, and the 

audience is not deeply defined. The Zeta Omega Scholarship Fund, Inc has shown an great ability to engage 

arts and cultural professionals as volunteers for various roles during and leading up to the show. However, 

the application did not explain the organization's process of reflection/feedback and did not give specific 

details of how they plan to reach their goal of doubling attendance this year. 

 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


